CROSS IN THE WOODS
PARISH AND NATIONAL SHRINE

7078 M-68
Indian River, MI 49749 (231) 238-8973

From the Desk of Fr. Mike:
Writing an editorial in the current America magazine, Dr.
Charles E. Binkley and David S. Kemp suggest that the
Church should mandate vaccines for people coming back to
Mass. Since I support their position, let me summarize
some of their points in this column. Many Catholics have
not been able to attend Mass in-person because of the risk
of COVID infection. The obvious way for the faithful to be
able to resume full participation is to mandate that
churchgoers receive a COVID vaccine.
Churches have an ethical obligation to protect the health of
clergy, staff and worshipers, and one of the highest-risk
settings for contracting COVID is a large closed space
containing many people. Many religious rites include
actions, like holy water and touch and singing, that
increase risk of infection. It is morally irresponsible for
churches to invite people to worship and receive the
sacraments without taking all effective steps to minimize
this risk. The reality that many Catholics have not yet
returned to in-person worship witnesses to the perception
of the inadequacy of our current sanitizing and socialdistancing efforts.
The elderly, those with disabilities, pregnant women and
their unborn children, and those with medical conditions
should be able to participate fully in the life of the church
without having to risk their health in the process. Requiring
the vaccine would allow everyone to participate equally in
worship and sacraments.
What is more, the central Christian requirement of loving
one’s neighbor supports the moral basis for churches
requiring COVID vaccines. Churchgoers have a moral
responsibility to protect one another from harm. Receiving
the vaccine is an act of love and charity toward one’s
neighbor.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, church officials have
tried to keep churches open for in-person services. These
attempts have been motivated by a deep passion for the
faithful to have access to the grace of the Mass and the
sacraments. Mandating that churchgoers receive the
COVID vaccine is the most reasonable way to
simultaneously realize respect for the sanctity of human
life, express love of neighbor, promote the common good
and safely allow the grace of God to flow to God’s people
through the sacraments.
Perhaps reluctantly, we have nonetheless complied with
requirements to wear a facemask to shop at Wal-Mart or
to eat at a restaurant. Are not similar precautions
appropriate in church? What do YOU think? Fr. Mike
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Parish 75th Anniversary

2021 begins the 75th year since the founding of Cross in the
Woods in 1946. We want to give you advance notice of a
special 75th Anniversary commemorative 2” coin with a
raised-gold image of the outdoor crucifix on one side and
the kneeling St. Francis of Assisi sculpture on the other.
These limited-edition keepsake coins are in the Gift Shop,
coin stand included, for $16.95

Adult Faith Formation will be offering a biblical walk
through the Christ’s Passion study by Dr. Edward Sri. These
five DVD’s presentations filmed in
the Holy Land will help us to walk
step-by-step with Jesus on His
journey from His agony in the
garden to His crucifixion on
Calvary. Along the way, we will
unpack the biblical background to these events, the
prophecies, and most especially, the ways Jesus is inviting
us to walk more closely with Him today. There will be four
weeks of study on Tuesdays March 9, 16, 23 and 30, twice
10:00 am and 7:00 pm in the Long House room. The cost is
FREE and Registration is required by March 8. For more
information, please contact Faith Formation Office at 231238-8973 Ext. 312 or mcruz@crossinthewoods.com. All Are
Welcome! May God bless you abundantly! Marisol Cruz

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be offered
next Tuesday immediately after Daily Mass celebration at
8:30 am. It will be from 9:00-10:00 am in the Big Church.
Please consider joining the group for this holy hour
prayer!
“Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of
Love. Let us be generous with our time in
going to meet Him in adoration and in
contemplation that is full of faith and ready
to make reparation for the great faults and
crimes of the world. May our adoration
never cease.” St. Pope John Paul II

Traveling Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Gary & Denise Friske (2/14 through 3/14/2021)
We encourage you to host the statue and to pray a rosary
in your home as well. For more information,
please contact the Faith Formation Office at
231-238-8973 Ext. 312 or
mcruz@crossinthewoods.com
“Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for
her Rosary is the weapon against the evils of
the world today. All graces given by God pass
through the Blessed Mother.” St. Padre Pio.
Let us keep praying!

Second Sunday of Lent
February 28, 2021

Introit

PSALM 27: THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION

First Reading - Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
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Second Reading - Romans 8:31b-34
Gospel - Mark 9:2-10
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible.

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
(Bow through “and became man”)

he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became
man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Presentation Hymn
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’TIS GOOD, LORD, TO BE HERE

The Catholic calendar has an abundance of saints who are celebrated every single day of the year! Here at Cross in the Woods we
include all Franciscan saints because we are served by the Franciscan Friars of the Order of Friars Minor. And we all have favorites that
have to do with special patronage of our families, professions, ethnic backgrounds and hobbies.

Here are my picks for this week:

March 2 - St. Agnes of Prague - She is also known as St. Agnes of Bohemia. She was born in Bohemia, daughter to Queen
Constance and King Ottokar I of Bohemia. She built a Poor Clare monastery in Prague and entered as a Poor Clare nun, along with 7
other noblewomen. She lived at the same time as St. Clare and actually received 4 letters from her!
March 3 - St. Katharine Drexel - Born in the city of Brotherly Love, this Philadelphia native learned from her parents the
importance of serving the poor. As an adult, she established a religious congregation called the “Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for
Indians and Colored”, now simply called “Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament”. St. Katharine’s work focused on the education and
evangelization of Black and Native Americans in the southwest. She died in 1955 and was canonized in 2000 by St. Pope JohnPaul II.
March 5 - St. John Joseph of the Cross - Not to be confused with St. John of the Cross, this OFM was
an Italian priest who hailed from the island of Ischia (off the coast of Naples, Italy). He had a reputation for austerity, the gift
of miracles, and was appointed Master of Novices.

Do you have any favorite saints? If you don’t know, go to franciscanmedia.or and do a search for “Saint of the Day”.
That’s a great place to start!
~Rita

Sanctus
Mass XVIII Vatican Edition

Agnus Dei

Do you receive the weekly parish update? If not, and you would like to be “in the know” about
parish happenings (and where to pick up that free snow from Fr. Vernon!), e-mail me, Rita McIntyre,
at crossinthewoodsmusic@gmail.com.
The Weekly Parish Update is a once-a-week e-mail with a link to the weekly bulletin, a report of
current parish events (as in who just got baptized or married), press releases from the diocese, and
whatever else we may need to know to help us stay connected. They are brief (most of the time) and
upbeat. :) If you are not signed up and want to be, it’s as easy as sending me your e-mail address!
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Communion Antiphon

Recessional Hymn
LORD, WHO THROUGHOUT THESE 40 DAYS

Simple English Propers is licensed in the Creative Commons, 2011 CMAA
Antiphon text translations by Solesmes Abbey, licensed in the Creative Commons.
ALL OTHER MUSIC USED WITH PERMISSION FROM ONELICENSE.NET(#A-711531).
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK:
SEE FULL AD ON BACK.

BURGER KING
Please patronize our sponsors whose support defrays the cost of printing this bulletin.

Parish Calendar

TABERNACLE CANDLE
During the week of: February 28-March 6
Perpetual Tabernacle Candle will burn in
Memory of: Lola Sell
Love: Karen Laczek

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

3-1 5:30pm Weight Watchers (LH)
3-2 9:00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
3-2 10:00AM Adult Bible Study (LH)

3-3

9:15am Worship Comm. Mtg. (LH)

3-4
3-5

6:30pm Line Dance (FC)
7:00pm Stations of Cross (church)

7:00pm EVERY FRIDAY During Lent

Gift Shop—Winter hours are:
Stewardship by the Book
Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his only son Isaac. St.
Paul reminds us that God Himself “did not spare his own
son”. Are my gifts to the Lord of my resources, of my time,
of myself also sacrificial?

Open: Sunday & Monday 10am—3pm
Saturday 10am—4:30pm
Closed: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
& Friday

Family Perspective
The apostles thought they knew Jesus, but when he
changed in front of them at the Transfiguration, they were
“afraid.” In families we cannot freeze relationships because
change and growth are inevitable. Children grow up,
parents grow old and spouses change. Transfigurations are
all around us and within us. Relationships can only grow
when we embrace the new and let go of the old.

Vocation View
If you need examples of persons responding to God’s call,
look as Abraham and Sarah - - called in old age to leave
their country, and have a child.. Then Abraham was asked
to sacrifice the child. What faith! Answering God’s call to
be priest, sister, brother or deacon, is taking a great risk!

Stewardship Reflections
Baptism Congratulations
Mason Matthew Green, five-month-old son of Kevin Green
and Brandi Walker, was baptized into the Catholic Faith on
Saturday, February 20 at Cross in the Woods. Mason began
his Christian journey through life signed with the Sign of
the Cross, purged of sin by the waters of Baptism,
strengthened by anointing with Sacred Chrism, clothed
with the white robe of salvation, and enlightened by the
light of Christ shared from the Paschal Candle. We pray
that the guidance of his parents, godparents, grandparents,
and extended family members will keep Mason faithful to
this journey as he progresses through life.

“’Here I am!’ he answered.” - GENESIS 22:11 It is easy to
say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are kneeling in church. But
how easy is it to say “Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbor
needs our help, when we are invited to join a parish
ministry, or when we are asked to provide financial
support? Often times we are called when it’s not
convenient for us. Discipleship is not always easy, most of
the time it will make us uncomfortable and vulnerable

Stewardship Offerings
Week of 2/14/21
Parishioners Gifts (59)
On-line Offerings (18)
Visitors Gifts
Total

A Change at Mass
Perhaps you haven’t yet noticed or read about it, but
effective Ash Wednesday 2021 a small change has been
implemented in the celebration of Mass in English. Until
now, the major prayers at Mass have ended with the
words: “…Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever. Amen!” That conclusion will now
say: “…in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and
ever.” The word “one” has been removed from that
formula for the prayer’s ending because Vatican worship
officials determined that “one” was not in the original Latin
text from which the English was translated, ordering that
“one” must be eliminated because it was not authentic.
We priests have been saying “one” for years, so please
excuse us if we occasionally and inadvertently fall back into
our old routine.

$3,142.00
$ 806.00
$ 852.00
$4,800.00

Snow/Cold Days
Just a reminder that, for safety sake, we will continue
implementing the policy already initiated, that on
weekdays when school is canceled or starts late because of
inclement winter weather, there will be NO 7:45 AM
Morning Prayer, 8:30AM Mass, or 12:00 Noon Mass.

NO Bingo At This Time
Sunday—
Progressive —
Please call— 231-290-0166 after 2:30pm on Sunday
to check on inclement weather and bingo cancellation.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Star Gate Motel
238-7371

W. W. Fairbairn & Sons
Two Great Businesses, One Trusted Name

Northern Michigan
ome to
400 ft. South
Welc
of Catholic Shrine
• Cable Color TV—HBO
• Free Coffee & Ice
• Free Wi-Fi

• Mobile Home & Cottage
w/complete cooking facilities
• Clean Modern Rooms
• Air Conditioned

stargatemotel.com

1.800.783.1623

OPEN 9AM-9PM / 7 DAYS A WEEK

7279 US 31 ~ Alanson ~ 231-548-2205

The “House of Service” Since 1895

Bill's Farm Market

Fresh-picked fruits, vegetables and flowers
Christmas Trees & Wreaths

Alanson Laundry Center

Plumbing • Heating • Cooling Hardware Store
231-548-2245
231-548-2244
Open 7 days a week
www.fairbairn.com

Your Ad could be here
NEXT WEEK!
Call BILL CROSS
to find out more

5779 East M68 Hwy.
Indian River, MI 49749

CARWASH

4450 E MitchEll Road • PEtoskEy

231-347-6735

231-238-0372 • www.malloryscarwash.com

Open June 5 - Dec. 24

Open 8:30-5:30 Mon-Sat
Parishioners

FERNELIUS
Auto

toyota

Group

www.fernelius.com

Your Door to Door Service Dealer @ It’s Best!
sales

IndIan RIveR, MI

231-238-9315 Sales
231-238-8265 Service & Parts
4879 S. StraitS HigHway • www.burtlakemarina.com

(231) 238-7201

• Plumbing, Heating
ir Conditioning
•
Air Purifiers
• Water Softener Systems
• Carrier® Comfort Systems
• WaterFurnace®
Geothermal Systems
• Gas & Wood Fireplaces
• Opening & Closing for
Seasonal Cottages

• New Location •
4385 Tahoe Lane
IndIan RIveR, MI

Serving
The Northern Michigan Tip
For Over 63 Years

fernelius toyota,
chrysler, dodge, Jeep

1-800-837-2405

231-627-5673
1-888-337-6354

rose city

of Indian River

service

fernelius
chevrolet

cheboygan

body shop
fernelius
hyundai

fernelius
ford

1-800-396-2257

989-627-9966
1-800-366-4450

sault ste marie

cheboygan

Ostlund Pest Control North

Start your home search
online at bhhsmi.com

e in
specializ

Or visit our office downtown
Indian River
3412 S. Straits Highway
Indian River Mi 49749

Insect & Rodent Control

:

Terry Burfiend, Owner

Carpenter ants • Bees
spiders • MOsQUitOes
Now Accepting Credit Cards

231.238.7400

BlessingsParishioner
& Owner,
Steve Fase

©2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated
franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered
service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Northern
Michigan

Memorials &
Monuments

231.238.0899
800.404.0899
Indian River

Quality cemetery memorials for your
loved ones at affordable prices.

Matt Redmond, Local Parishioner

231-290-2333

redmond1964@ gmail.com

John & Stacy Alexandrowski
4605 Beatty Drive
Indian River, MI 49749
RICHIE'S CONSTRUCTION, INC.
231.238.9955
Concrete Work • Brick • Block • Stone • Fireplace
www.thelandingsonindianriver.com
thelandingsindianriver@gmail.com 9849 Township Park Rd. - Petoskey
231-347-5635

Ask How We Can Save
You Money Today!
INDIAN RIVER OFFICE:

STORE Open Monday thru Saturday: 8 am to 9 pm
HOURS:
Open Sundays: 10 am to 5 pm

6272 M-68 Hwy. • Indian River
(231) 238-8331 • www.awakonfcu.net

MODERN Rx

“ Your Health Care Center”
– LocaLLy owned –

Prescriptions
Custom Compounding
Robert Johnson
Manager

ADVANTAGE
AUDIOLOGY

238-9377

Jim Hegenauer
Associate

Macarthur Law FirM
Timothy P. MacArthur

Attorney at Law
231-627-3163
Fax: 231-627-6558
Cheboygan

122 South Main • Cheboygan • 231.627.5691

onaway

21621 M-68 Hwy. • Onoway • 989.733.4689

IndIan RIveR

M-68 East • Indian River • 231.238.9369

boyne CIty

1311 Boyne Ave. • Boyne City • 231.582.6583

© 2021 DIOCESAN

231-238-2499 • 3944 S. Straits Hwy., Indian River
Cross in the Woods

Sunday at 6:00 PM
in the Family Center

Progressive
JackPot

Bingo Hotline: 231.290.0166

Knights of Columbus & Ladies Auxiliary
Indian River
Charity, Unity, Fraternity & Patriotism
www.kofc.org ♦ www.mikofc.org

More info: Brian Burns at bjburns@outlook.com

